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Kathleen Murphy: First we would like to hear from the NIDILRR director John Tschida. John? 

John Tschida: Thanks, Kathleen and on behalf of my colleague Pimjai Sudsawad who will be following me, and my fellow colleagues here at NIDLRR, I want to thank you for the opportunity and thank you all for the important work that you are doing. Knowledge translation is a critical part of the NIDLRR mission, and will remain a critical part of the NIDLRR mission, and in addition to funding our research and development projects in capacity building efforts; we don't see knowledge translation as optional.  We see it as critical and integral to the work that we are funding.  And in fact, in FY15 we redirected some additional resources so that we could fund additional KT projects, and we are excited by the work that is just getting started after having just awarded those projects here in the last few weeks.

The senior leadership at ACL is also very supportive of KT efforts.  In conversations that I've had and continue to have with Kathy Greenlee, and especially the leadership in the program evaluation parts of the Administration on Community Living, where we are currently housed at HHS. They are very excited by the work that you all are doing, and the work that you continue to do, and increasing the understanding of processes and practices that lead to successful KT and multiple contexts by increasing the adoption and use of relevant research findings, and by increasing the capacity of our grantees to plan and engage in knowledge translation activities.

A couple of questions that I continue to be asked, and I suspect may be on your minds as well, number one, as prospective applicants and grantees, where are we at in our budgeting process, in our grant forecast publication.  ACL is on a different budgeting and grant forecast publishing timeline than you may be used to when we were housed at the Department of Education.  
Having said that, we are very close to having an approved spending plan, and very close to publishing our first notices and funding opportunities. Now, you may see the publication of those opportunities in a different place.  They will certainly be located on our website, as they have been historically, but our historic use of the Federal Register may be changing.  If we decide to go with a website publication and broader alternative delivery system for the public awareness of our notices, we will be very transparent about that.  ACL uses funding opportunity announcements, which are traditionally published on their website, rather than using the Federal Register, and that is a change that we are currently looking at, and again we will keep you posted as to what our decision is for how we choose to publish our funding priorities.

I think besides where is the grant forecast and what opportunities might be available to us, the second most popular question we are receiving is, will the funding priorities change?  Given our new name and incorporating Independent Living into what was the National Institute on Disability, Independent Living, and Rehabilitation Research, will there be dramatic shifts in funding priorities?

I think the short answer to that is no.  We continue to establish our own research and development priorities, within NIDLRR, and within the process at ACL.  We have the strong support of the assistant secretary Greenlee in doing this.  Related to this, we are also very close to publishing our draft regulations at HHS, which are designed to improve the integrity and continuity of our programs, as well as reaffirm our statutory authority.

So we remain an independent business unit in what assistant secretary Greenlee has called a multicultural organization.  We certainly are united under the philosophical umbrella and belief that all individuals with disabilities across the life cycle deserve and ought to have the most independent living opportunities as possible.  But we will also continue in that context to establish our own research priorities.

Having said that, I do see opportunity, multiple opportunities to both collaborate and coordinate with our part of ACL, where it makes sense to leverage our collective investments.  I think examples of that, we currently fund the ADA National Network; ACL has long funded the Aging and Disability Resource Centers.  How can we make sure that any and all materials that are being developed in the ADA National Network are working in partnership with local ADRCs? I think there is a strong knowledge translation component to assisting that.

Our Spinal Cord Injury Model Systems are now housed within the same organization as the Paralysis Resource Center, since the Christopher Reeve Foundation funded projects that moved from another part of HHS to ACL.  So I see tremendous opportunities for synergy there.
And even in co-managing, potentially, some projects, where there is strong common interest in different parts of ACL. A current example of that we have a couple of Research and Training Centers that are being jointly managed, especially in the quality area where we have just awarded a Research and Training Center looking to establish more outcomes and quality measures for LTSS or long term services and supports. That has long been an interest of ACL, and they have a two‑year funded project with the National Quality Forum that we are closely following as NIDLRR staff and working together to ensure that these investments are coordinated, and ultimately have the best interest of individuals with disabilities living in the community at their hearts.
So I am optimistic for the future.  I think we have landed in a good place, and are moving very quickly from operational integration to more strategic integration, and confident that knowledge translation will remain a key part of the NIDLRR mission for many years to come.

So, I will stop now, and turn it over to my colleague Pimjai Sudsawad.

Pimjai Sudsawad: Thank you, John.  I'm very pleased today to welcome you to the third annual KTDRR Conference today.  We have made great progress on KT over the past decade or so.  And NIDLRR grantees have been engaging and participating in the KT endeavor and we are seeing interesting new ideas and approaches in KT emerging in submitted applications.

I also want to thank the KTDRR in providing this service of hosting the KT Conference for all NIDLRR grantees and also others who are interested to be part of the KT discussion and community.  Also, thanks to the NIDLRR grantees who participated in this conference as speakers, and also for all the participants for their interest and attendance at this conference. I hope you will all enjoy this conference, as I know I will. That is all for me. 
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