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Overview 

1.  Introductions – Objectives and Biases 

2.  What is Knowledge Mobilization?   

3.  What is this about? 

4.  What did we do? 

5.  What did we find? 

6.  How can you use this? 

7.  What you need to know 
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Problem Statement 
 
There are two challenges around accessing academic 
research outputs (journal articles, conference papers): 
 
First, they are often held in academic libraries which 
limit access to the public and decision makers.   
 
Second, they are often written in language and in a 
format which make them less accessible to audiences 
who could use them. 
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Knowledge Mobilization (KMb) is a suite of services that 
enhances the two-way connection between researchers 
and community stakeholders so that research and 
evidence can inform decisions about public policy and 
professional practice. 

 

KMb encompasses methods of knowledge transfer, 
translation, and exchange but extends these concepts 
to include the co-production of knowledge. 

York University’s Definition of Knowledge Mobilization 

Definitions – Knowledge Mobilization 
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1.  KMb is purposeful.  It is aimed to support specific 
outcomes. 

2.  KMb is social.  There is action and activity. 

3.  Knowledge: “The socialization of data and 
information” 

4.  Mobilization: “Is not ‘the battle’.  It is making sure we 
have what we need for the battle.” 
     www.knowledgemobilization.net 

So, what do I think I know about KMb 
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2. Context – institutional knowledge mobilization services 

Research 
Summaries 

Research 
Translation 
Help Desk 

Research 
Translation 
Help Desk 

Research Forums 
KM in AM 

Research Partnerships 
KMb Interns 

Social Media 

Exchange 
(KE) 

Knowledge Mobilization 

partnerships CBR 

co-production 

Community Based Research 

Producer  

Push  

(KT) 

User  

Pull  

(KT) 
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Portugal Cove, Newfoundland 
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ResearchSnapshots – What is this about? 

Part of an institutional strategy to engage diverse non 
academic communities in research activities 
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ResearchSnapshots – What did we do? 

In 2008 through a SSHRC Public Outreach grant, we 
piloted the development and dissemination of clear 
language research summaries 
 
1.  Establish a steering committee to guide the project 
2.  Scan existing materials/products 
3.  Draft researchsnapshot template 
4.  Test template and dissemination models with focus 

groups 
5.  Develop summaries within approved format 
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ResearchSnapshots – What did we find? 

In 2012 we wrote our 
methodology and preliminary 
findings in a published Field 
Note 
 
Our researchsnapshot 
format, in conjunction with a 
comprehensive social media 
strategy, realized an 
increase of traffic to the fully 
searchable summary 
database of over 270% 
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ResearchSnapshots – How can you use this? 

ResearchSnapshots are not intended to directly inform 
practice or policy decisions.  Decisions around policy and 
practice should not be made based on single study 
findings. 
 
 
So….how can they be used? 
 
Calling Card    Communication Tool   
 
Seeking Connections  Mobilize Knowledge 
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ResearchSnapshots – What you need to 
know? 

ResearchSnapshots, and clear language writing and 
design, can be an effective tool to support institutional 
knowledge mobilization efforts.  They can help connect 
researchers with decision makers, and they can help 
demonstrate the potential utility of academic research. 
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Michael Johnny 
mjohnny@yorku.ca 
http://www.researchimpact.ca 



Disclaimer 
This presentation was developed for grant number 
H133A120012 from the National Institute on Disability 
and Rehabilitation Research (NIDRR), Office of Special 
Education and Rehabilitative Services (OSERS), U.S. 
Department of Education. However, the contents do not 
necessarily represent the policy of the Department of 
Education, and you should not assume endorsement by 
the federal government. 
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